Knowing how deep to plant will set you up for success!
By Katie Stewart and Shelly Boser

Many gardeners make their first mistake right out of the gate by not knowing how deep to plant whatever it is they are planting.  It would be a shame to go through all of the expense and trouble of planting, only to have your hopes shattered when all your efforts go to waste.  90% of the time, the reason a plant dies is because it has been over-watered or planted too deep.  Following is a quick reference guide to keep in your drawer to guide you with your planting from season to season.  
Trees:  The level of the soil on the trunk of the tree should match the level of the soil when your tree is placed into its hole.  The trunk flare, which is the widened portion between the trunk and roots, should be visible after planting.  Your tree may have burlap wrapped up around the trunk.  First unwrap the burlap to view the true soil level on the trunk, so you don’t accidentally plant it too deep.
Fruit trees:  Most fruit trees are grafted. This is evident by the knobby joint on the lower trunk where the top variety was spliced onto the rootstock.  Place the graft knob above ground, with the tree's trunk flare visible, so the graft joint is planted at least 2″ above the surface of the soil.  
Shrubs:  For potted shrubs, after slipping them out of the pot, line them up so that your soil just barely covers the root ball soil. If the root ball is planted too shallow, leaving it exposed, the water will wick away, causing the roots to become dehydrated.
Roses:  Roses can be planted a little deeper, which will help with winter survival. The crown, which is the junction between branches and roots can be planted three to four inches below the soil surface.
Perennials:  Most potted perennials should be planted at the same depth as they are planted in the pot, which should be just barely covering the root ball with flowerbed soil.  Heuchera is one variety that is an exception.  It has a distinct crown that shouldn’t be planted too deep.
Strawberries and Rhubarb:  Strawberries can be touchy.  They too like to be planted with the central crown directly at soil level.  They have a definite crown that can’t be planted too deep.
Annuals:  Annuals should also be planted at the same depth as in the pot or pack.
Vegetable seeds:  Small seeds like lettuce and carrots should be covered with .25 inches of soil.  Seeds that are a little larger such as radish, beet, spinach and kale should be planted slightly deeper, covering with .5 inches of soil.  The next size larger seeds, such as pumpkin, squash, cucumber, melon, corn, peas and beans should be planted about one inch deep.  Onion sets like to be planted one inch deep, and seed potato pieces or whole tubers should be planted three inches deep.
Vegetable transplants:  Crops such as beets, lettuce and peppers and like their roots to sit right below the soil's surface, or just up to the crown.  Watermelon, cantaloupe, zucchini, and cucumbers should be planted deep enough so that the soil comes up to the base of their first leaves.  Cole crops such as cabbage, cauliflower, brussel sprouts and broccoli can be planted slightly deeper, covering the root ball and part of the stem, so plants aren't weak and wobbly.  While tomatoes like to be planted deepest, up to their ears, so the stem and the entire first set of leaves should are buried under the soil.  You should remove the lowest leaves from tomato transplants before planting.  Generally this means half of the tomato plant is in the ground.
Bulbs:  Plant your bulbs about 3 times as deep as the bulbs are high.

Lawn seed:  Spread grass seed on the soil surface.  Use a rake to lightly work the seeds in to the soil about ¼ inch deep, while leaving most of the seed exposed.  Any deeper and your grass seed won’t germinate, as it needs plenty of light for the process to occur.

[bookmark: _GoBack]As always, we are here to help answer your questions, so don’t be afraid to stop in or give us a call!
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